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i“The priest is not a priest for himself;

he is not for himself, he is for you”
St John Vianney 1786-1859



Pope Benedict XVI has called the whole Church to
celebrate a Year for Priests beginning on 19th June
2009, the Feast of the Sacred Heart.

His purpose for this year is to encourage priests in
their “striving for spiritual perfection on which, above
all, the effectiveness of their ministry depends” and
to highlight “the importance of the priest’s role
and mission in the Church and in contemporary
society”.

To do this the Holy Father calls us to a renewed
focus on the centrality of Christ in our lives and
in the Church and that “brings with it the correct
appreciation of the ministerial priesthood, without
which there would be neither the Eucharist, nor even
the mission nor the Church herself”.

This same year is the 150th anniversary of the
death of St John Vianney, the patron saint of
priests, and also the occasion of the visit to England
of the relics of St Therese of Lisieux - who from her
Carmelite convent showed her life-long devotion to
priests by praying for them, supporting them and
corresponding with them.

We join with these great saints in praying
for our own priests and priests
throughout the world.
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Prayer for Priests

O Jesus, our great High Priest,
Hear my humble prayers on behalf of your priest,

Father

Give him a deep faith

a bright and firm hope and a burning love
which will ever increase

in the course of his priestly life.

In his loneliness, comfort him

In his sorrows, strengthen him

In his frustrations, point out to him

that it is through suffering that the soul is purified,
and show him that he is needed by the Church,
he is needed by souls,

he is needed for the work of redemption.

0 loving Mother Mary, Mother of Priests,

take to your heart your son who is close to you
because of his priestly ordination,

and because of the power which he has received
to carry on the work of Christ

in a world which needs him so much.

Be his comfort, be his joy, be his strength,

and especially help him

to live and to defend the ideals

of consecrated celibacy.

Amen.

+John Joseph, Cardinal Carberry (d.1998)
Archbishop of St. Louis 1968-1979




St. Therese of Lisieux
Prayer for Priests

O Jesus

I pray for your faithful and fervent priests;

for your unfaithful and tepid priests;

for your priests labouring at home or abroad in
distant mission fields.

for your tempted priests;

for your lonely and desolate priests;

For your young priests;

for your dying priests;

for the souls of your priests in Purgatory.

But above all, | recommend to you the priests
dearest to me:

the priest who baptised me;

the priests who absolved me from my sins;

the priests at whose Masses | assisted and who gave
me Your Body and Blood in Holy Communion;

the priests who taught and instructed me;

all the priests to whom | am indebted in any other
way

O Jesus, keep them all close to your heart,
and bless them abundantly in time and in eternity.
Amen
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